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Allocating the region’s housing need: 
Objectives, factors, and methodology
The RHNA Methodology and Allocation is shown in Table 4. Tables that show and compare the 

options considered during the development of the methodology and allocation are included in 

Appendix D.

State housing element law (found, in part, at Government Code Section 65584 (d)) states that the 

RHNA shall be consistent with the following four objectives:

Increasing the housing supply and the mix of housing types, tenure, and affordability in all cities 1. 
and counties within the region in an equitable manner, which shall result in all jurisdictions 

receiving an allocation of units for low-income and very low-income households. 

Promoting infill development and socioeconomic equity, the protection of environmental and 2. 
agricultural resources, and the encouragement of efficient development patterns.

Promoting an improved intraregional relationship between jobs and housing.3. 

Allocating a lower proportion of housing need to an income category when a jurisdiction 4. 
already has a disproportionately high share of households in that income category, as compared 

to the countywide distribution of households in that category from the most recent decennial 

United States census.

11-Year RHNA (1/1/2010 - 12/31/2020)

RHNA Allocation by Income Category

Est. Existing 
Plan

Capacity

11 years 
Very
Low Low Moderate

Above
Moderate VL + Low** 20+ du/ac

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

Carlsbad 4,999 912 693 1,062 2,332 1,605 1,605 

Chula Vista 12,861 3,209 2,439 2,257 4,956 5,648 21,899 

Coronado 50 13 9 9 19 22 270 

Del Mar 61 7 5 15 34 12 12 

El Cajon 5,805 1,448 1,101 1,019 2,237 2,549 13,225 

Encinitas 2,353 587 446 413 907 1,033 1,293 

Escondido 4,175 1,042 791 733 1,609 1,833 2,582 

Imperial Beach 254 63 48 45 98 111 1,784 

La Mesa 1,722 430 326 302 664 756 6,498 

Lemon Grove 309 77 59 54 119 136 828 

National City 1,863 465 353 327 718 818 18,200 

Oceanside 6,210 1,549 1,178 1,090 2,393 2,727 4,751 

Poway 1,253 201 152 282 618 353 353 

San Diego 88,096 21,977 16,703 15,462 33,954 38,680 158,273 

San Marcos 4,183 1,043 793 734 1,613 1,836 2,931 

Santee 3,660 914 694 642 1,410 1,608 1,621 

Solana Beach 340 85 65 59 131 150 262 

Vista 1,374 343 260 241 530 603 1,731 

Unincorporated 22,412 2,085 1,585 5,864 12,878 3,670 3,670 

Region 161,980 36,450 27,700 30,610 67,220 64,150 

11-YEAR RHNA 36,450 27,700 30,610 67,220 64,150 

22.5% 17.1% 18.9% 41.5% 

Table 4: Regional Housing Needs Assessment for Fifth Housing Element Cycle


